Moreover, my native commonwealth, I will not transmit 
lessened, but larger and better than I have received it. 
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This is an appropriate year for schools to take are suggestions only and teachers are of .* 
‘time to consider our Canadian society in new course to adapt them as they think best. 
_ ways. A quarter century has passed since Ae I suggested last year that Ontario schools 
end of World War II, and we are at the: nd “ remember by doing, and a number of possible 
of one decade and the beginning of another. projects were outlined. This year, as we enter 
Twenty-five years have passed since those” anew decade I call for arenewed dedication 
days when our servicemen and women re- _ through elements in the school program with a 


turned to ‘civvy street’inthe Canadiansociety different approach but with the same purpose. 
they had struggled to defend. School people 


will join with the entire nation to remember _ 
those who did not return. In addition to this, it. - 


is timely for schools to provide for study and _ ; % 
discussion about this country of ours and the ‘ : : 
society we wish to build. , oe ( On, Lee 


Since 1945, there has been stability | in our th 8 - . % 
Canadian society,andtherehasalsobeen =—s_— - Hot William — woe . 
change. How can we describe Canadian society Minter . Education - See 
at this time? Are all Canadians fullmembers —s_—_ . ‘ ee. — 


of Canadian society? What are the signs and _ 
ceremonies which mark our progress toward - = 
full membership in Canadian society? C : 

In this booklet, suggestions are made so that 
teachers may consider a number of ways to 
deal with these questions in their classes. They 


Bid 


I'd like my oath to say that we should love 
one another — and try to listen to others 
Maria, 11. 


I'd shoot a movie of beautiful things. And 

then gradually more and more blackness would creep into 
the film to try to swallow up the beautiful 

Mario, 14. 


I'd draw a big sun — cause I like sun. It’s too cold in Canada 
Jose, 6. 


I'd like to discuss whether we all feel 
at home here. I’ve got a feeling some 
Canadians are really second-class citizens 


Bill, 16. 


I'd write a rock number with a heavy beat. 

Why? It’s a young country and the heavy beat means 
we've got determination, drive 

Koy, 13: 


If I could draw, I'd draw a lovely lake, 

with maple leaves drifting into the 

water. That’s Canada to me — vast and lonely. 
Maureen, 9. 


If they asked me to design the dollar. I'd 

put lots of coloured dots — a mosaic — to represent 
the many different peoples who live here 

Evelyn, 10. 


My symbol for responsible citizenship would 

include a pair of glasses — to show we have to keep our 
eyes open to pollution and violence in our land 
Dominique, 12. 


Objectives 


Remembrance Day honours those who sacrificed their 
lives to defend our society. The aim of this guideline is 
to stimulate student involvement which hopefully will 
lead toa commitment to our society. 

We suggest three main questions as a focus for cur- 
riculum work. The teacher may choose to explore one 
or more areas depending on his students’ abilities and 
interests. If these goals are to be accomplished, there 
must be an investment of time as well as energy, begin- 
ning probably in October. 


Is there a Canadian society? How would you describe it? 


A ‘society’ may be defined as a group of people witha 
common past and a belief ina common future. It may 
also be defined by statistics (e.g., over one-half of 
Canadians are said to be under 25 years of age); by the 
territory it occupies; by its political system; by its 
economic system; and in other ways. 


Suggested Activities 


1 ‘A society is a grouping in which the individual feels 
at home’. 
Discuss. 

2 Interview newcomers from abroad or from other 
parts of Canada: 

Do they feel at home? 

3 Express your feelings about Canadian society by 
painting a picture, composing a song, shooting a 
film, designing a stamp or dollar bill, 
drawing a cartoon. 

Students may suggest other forms of expression. 


Are all Canadians full and equal members of Canadian 
society? 

Students might evaluate the status of the following 
groups: such as youth, convicts, minority groups, 
Indians, new Canadians, the handicapped. 


Suggested Activities 


1 Research one of the above. The material gathered 
could lead to more detailed discussion. 

2 Take a public opinion poll in the school or neigh- 
bournocdds=Wovou thinkers: aes. are full members 
of Canadian society?” 

3 Select a topic for debate — e.g., ‘New Canadians are 
treated as second-class citizens”. 

4 Invite a speaker representing one of the groups 
mentioned above. 

5 Draw acartoon or write a short article expressing 
your views. 


What are the signs and ceremonies which mark our 
progress toward full membership in Canadian society? 


The religious significance of the Bar Mitzvah in 
Judaism and the social significance of ‘rites of 
passage” in some other cultures could be used to 
approach this question. How do you become a full 
member of Canadian Society? Students might consider 
the significance of marriage, driver’s licence, transition 
from juvenile status in law, franchise, etc. 


Suggested Activities 


1 Rites of passage have been an important part of 
other cultures. Are they necessary today? 

2 If you were considering “‘rites of passage” in our 
society today, what might be included? 


) Assembly Program 


To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders Fields. 

John McCrae 


This assembly should be made the occasion for the 

strengthening of three forces: 

= commitment or dedication on the part of students 

= encouragement and acknowledgement of this by one 
or more representatives of the adult community; 

m teachers’ support of and identification with the 
students. 


Suggestions 


1 A musical selection chosen by the students to 
reflect their interpretation of the occasion might be 
played as they enter the auditorium. At some other 
time, ‘O Canada’ might be sung. 

2 An Invocation prepared by a group of students 
could express the intent of the Assembly. 

3 An appropriate recognition of the contribution of 
former students and staff members could be 
included. 

4 Suitable student activities might be presented as 
part of the Assembly program. 

5 Other elements might include an address by a 
representative of the adult community and an 
expression from the teaching staff. 
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